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“Read About Taxpayers with IRS Problems & Find Out How to Solve Them”

Cryptocurrency Company Owners Face 5
Years in Prison!
The founders of a cryptocurrency company, Bruce Bise and Samuel Mendez,
pleaded guilty to tax evasion for a scheme that defrauded more than 13,000
investors of approximately 24 million dollars.
Tax Attorney, Venar Ayar
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Bise and Mendez marketed their company, Bitqyck, and the company’s currency, Bitqy, as a way for “those individuals who missed out on Bitcoin” to get
rich. Except they were the only ones who got rich.
The two men promised investors
shares in a currency that never
existed, and profited by diverting money from the company for
their personal use. From 2016 to
2018 they used almost nine million dollars of investor money for
personal expenses. This included
multiple casino trips, cars, luxury home furnishings, art and rent.
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In 2016 and 2017 Bise underreported his income to the IRS, resulting in a
tax loss of $371,278. During the same period Mendez also underreported his
income, resulting in a tax loss of $311,155. In 2018 the company failed to
file a corporate tax return despite netting more than 3.5 million dollars from
investors.
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Both men face up to five years in prison.
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“The IRS suggests filing early
to reduce the chances that
someone will steal your identity,
and file before you. Honestly,
if somebody wants my identity
so badly that they’ll file my tax
return for me, go crazy. You can
mow my lawn while
you’re at it too..”

- Jimmy Kimmel

800-571-7175

Instructor Fails to Learn the Language of the IRS
Daniel Berglund, a self-employed computer language
instructor, was convicted of four counts of tax evasion
for failing to file taxes from 1987 to 2017. Berglund
took many steps to hide his income from the IRS – including giving his clients a made up tax identification
number to prevent payments to him from being reported
to the IRS, depositing payments into accounts not in his name, and converting
cash payments into silver, that he hid throughout his home.
Berglund’s tax evasion resulted in a tax debt of $146,806. He faces a maximum
prison sentence of five years and up to $250,000 for each count of tax evasion.
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Tax Preparer
Sentenced to Multiple
Years In Prison for
Filing Multiple False
Tax Returns

Damian Barrett, a Florida
tax preparer, was convicted of filing 745 false tax
returns in 19 states.
Barrett owned two tax
preparation companies. He
used one to file legitimate
returns and the other to file
false returns.
From 2015 to 2018 Barrett
filed 348 false returns in
the state of Oregon alone,
requesting more than
$322,000 in fraudulent refunds. The state paid out
more than $130,000 in refunds as a result of these
claims.
Barrett used names and
social security numbers of
various individuals, some
of whom were his legitimate clients, to submit the
false returns. He also set up
bank accounts in the names
of some of his victims in
order to receive the refunds.
In total he sought almost
$900,000 in refunds and
received over $234,000 in
fraudulent refunds.
Barrett was sentenced to
54 months in federal prison and to pay more than
$234,000 in restitution to
11 state departments of
revenue, and more than
$74,000 to the IRS.
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Money Grows on Trees for Nursery
Bookkeeper
The bookkeeper for a family owned tree nursery in North Carolina pleaded
guilty to embezzling more than one million dollars over a six year period.
Richard Clark began working for the nursery in 2003, and in 2013 started writing checks to himself from the company. He covered his tracks by
altering the check descriptions in Quickbooks. In 2016 Clark’s employer
changed addresses and asked Clark to close one of the company’s bank accounts. Clark kept the account open and maintained the old address, which
he gave to customers who were mailing checks to the company, and to receive bank correspondence. Clark then wrote himself checks from this account without his employer’s knowledge.
Clark used $50,000 of the stolen
funds for a home theatre, $80,000 for
his mortgage and $20,000 for a Ford
F-250. In 2016 he excluded more than
$21,000 from his personal income tax
return and in 2017 did not file a return,
creating a tax loss of $68,918.
Clark was sentenced to four years in
prison and ordered to pay $194,750 to
the IRS, and $980,000 in restitution to
his former employer.

Thank you for the Kind Words…
A.W. – Client
“I had a very complicated legal issue and the folks at Ayar
Law have expertly handled my case. I am not sure anyone
else could have done the job. Thanks for everything.”
A.O. – Prospective Client
“I called Ayar Law regarding a Tax law question. Ayar law could of easily
charged me thousands of dollars for their consulting but they provided me the
honest information I needed at no cost when they easily could of taken me for
a fool. If you are in need of an attorney, especially a tax attorney there’s no
other person I’d call besides Ayar Law.”
D.S. – Prospective Client
“I was referred to Venar for his wealth of knowledge in tax law. He was happy
to assist and sought to fully understand my situation before offering advice. If
you need help with anything tax related, look no further. Venar and Ayar Law
will be sure to take care of you.”
Read about IRS cases I’ve solved: ayarlaw.com/

800-571-7175
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Tax Problems

lved

Our client had been audited by the IRS and ordered to pay over $58,000 in taxes and
penalties. Ayar Law successfully established an installment agreement with the IRS that
enabled him to pay his tax debt over time without significantly impacting his lifestyle.

The Rosetta Stone, the most
significant relic of Egyptian
history, is partly a tax document. It was inscribed in
three languages around 200
B.C. during the reign of the
boy-king Ptolemy V.

Investors Duped in Hotel Scam
Christopher Ciccone, a New Jersey businessman who was previously convicted
of wire fraud and filing a false tax return, was arrested for defrauding investors
of more than one million dollars.
Ciccone lured prospective investors with the notion that his company was reserving blocks of rooms at luxury hotels, which would later be resold at a profit.

In Texas, cowboy boots
are exempt from sales tax.
Hiking books are not.

He promised investors returns between 15 and 50 percent within one to six
months. His scheme generated 1.5 million dollars from 22 investors.
In reality, Ciccone never booked any hotel rooms.
He used $120,000 of the investors’ money to pay
early investors and to fund a lavish lifestyle. He
spent $54,000 on a BMW, $235,000 on clothes,
wine and other personal items and made more
than $216,000 in cash withdrawals.
Ciccone failed to include this money on his tax
returns, and faces up to 20 years in prison and a 5
million dollar fine.

I’d Like to Hear From You!
If your client has a problem with the IRS and you have questions about
how you can help them - remember that you can call me anytime, nocharge. My direct line is 248-350-4000.
Read about IRS cases I’ve solved: ayarlaw.com/

800-571-7175
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Venar Ayar presents...

Tax Resolution Today
Webinars & Events of Interest
Go to MyCPE at http://ayarlaw.com/mycpe to view and register for a range
of Venar Ayar’s presentations on important tax resolution topics, including:

In December and January, Venar Ayar will again be presenting in the advanced track of
the annual University of Michigan Tax Seminars. For information and to register, go to the
conference website at - https://conferences.umich.edu/participants/tax-seminars/.

Read about IRS cases I’ve solved: ayarlaw.com/

800-571-7175

